
 

 

 

Normative approach to study Politics: 

The normative approach to studying politics focuses on evaluating political systems, 

institutions, and behaviours based on ethical, moral, and philosophical standards. 

This approach is concerned with what ought to be rather than what is, emphasizing 

ideals, values, and principles that should guide political life. Here are the key aspects 

of the normative approach to political analysis: 

Key Elements of the Normative Approach 

1. Ethical and Moral Evaluation 

• Principles and Values: Normative political theory is concerned with 

principles such as justice, equality, freedom, democracy, and human rights. It 

seeks to evaluate political systems and practices based on these ideals. 

• Moral Judgments: It involves making moral judgments about political 

actors, institutions, and policies. For example, it might assess whether a law 

is just or whether a government's actions respect individual rights. 

2. Philosophical Foundations 

• Theoretical Underpinnings: This approach draws heavily from political 

philosophy and the works of classical and contemporary philosophers such as 

Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Kant, Marx, and Rawls. 

• Conceptual Analysis: It involves analyzing key political concepts such as 

power, authority, legitimacy, justice, and rights to understand their 

implications and interrelations. 

3. Prescriptive Nature 

• Normative Prescriptions: Based on the analysis, normative political theory 

provides prescriptions or recommendations on how political systems and 

institutions should be designed or reformed. It suggests what policies should 

be pursued to achieve desired ethical outcomes. 

• Policy Recommendations: For example, a normative analysis might 

recommend specific democratic reforms, human rights protections, or social 

justice measures. 

Methodological Approaches in Normative Analysis 



 

 

1. Ideal Theory vs. Non-Ideal Theory 

• Ideal Theory: This involves formulating theoretical models of a perfectly just 

society or political system. For example, Rawls's theory of justice as fairness 

provides an ideal framework for evaluating social institutions. 

• Non-Ideal Theory: This focuses on practical and achievable steps toward 

improving existing political systems. It addresses real-world constraints and 

aims to make recommendations that can be implemented in less-than-ideal 

conditions. 

2. Comparative Evaluation 

• Comparative Normative Analysis: This method compares different political 

systems or policies based on normative criteria. For example, comparing 

different electoral systems to determine which best promotes democratic 

values. 

3. Critical Analysis 

• Critical Normative Theory: This approach critiques existing political 

structures and ideologies from a normative standpoint. It often aligns with 

critical theories that challenge power structures and advocate for marginalized 

groups. 

Strengths and Limitations of the Normative Approach 

Strengths 

• Ethical Guidance: Provides a clear ethical framework for evaluating and 

guiding political practices and institutions. 

• Visionary: Offers a vision of what a just and fair society should look like, 

inspiring political reform and activism. 

• Deep Analysis: Encourages deep, philosophical reflection on fundamental 

political questions and values. 

Limitations 

• Subjectivity: Normative judgments can be subjective and influenced by 

personal or cultural values, leading to disagreements. 

• Practicality: May lack practicality and feasibility, especially when dealing 

with complex real-world situations and constraints. 



 

 

• Empirical Validation: Often criticized for not being empirically verifiable or 

testable, relying more on theoretical reasoning than on empirical evidence. 

Examples of Normative Political Theory in Practice 

• John Rawls's Theory of Justice: Rawls proposes principles of justice that 

should govern the basic structure of society, emphasizing fairness and 

equality. 

• Amartya Sen's Capability Approach: Sen focuses on enhancing 

individuals' capabilities to achieve well-being and freedom, advocating for 

policies that promote human development and justice. 

• Feminist Political Theory: This approach evaluates political systems from 

the perspective of gender justice, critiquing patriarchal structures and 

advocating for women's rights and equality. 

Conclusion: 

The normative approach to studying politics is essential for providing ethical and 

philosophical guidance in evaluating political systems and practices. While it has its 

limitations, particularly in terms of empirical validation and practical 

implementation, it plays a crucial role in shaping political ideals, inspiring reforms, 

and promoting justice and human rights. Combining normative insights with 

empirical and practical considerations can lead to more comprehensive and balanced 

political analysis and policy-making. 

 

 

Legal-Institutional Approach to Study Politics. 

The legal-institutional approach to studying politics focuses on the formal structures, 

rules, and institutions that define political systems. This approach examines how 

legal frameworks and institutional arrangements shape political behaviour and 

outcomes. Here are the key aspects of the legal-institutional approach to political 

analysis: 

Key Elements of the Legal-Institutional Approach 

1. Formal Structures and Institutions 



 

 

• Government Institutions: This approach looks at the roles and functions of 

various branches of government (executive, legislative, and judicial) and other 

political bodies. 

• Constitutions and Legal Frameworks: Constitutions, laws, and regulations 

are central to this analysis, as they establish the legal foundations for political 

institutions and processes. 

• Institutional Design: It considers how different institutional designs impact 

political stability, efficiency, and the balance of power. 

2. Legal Norms and Rules 

• Rule of Law: Emphasizes the importance of the rule of law in maintaining 

order and justice in society. 

• Legal Constraints: Examines how legal constraints shape the behavior of 

political actors and institutions. 

• Judicial Review: The role of courts in interpreting and enforcing laws, and 

in checking the powers of other branches of government. 

3. Institutional Interactions 

• Checks and Balances: Analyzes how institutional mechanisms like checks 

and balances prevent the abuse of power and ensure accountability. 

• Inter-Institutional Relations: Studies the interactions between different 

political institutions and their impact on policy-making and governance. 

Methodological Approaches in Legal-Institutional Analysis 

1. Constitutional Analysis 

• Textual Analysis: Detailed examination of constitutional texts to understand 

the legal foundations of political systems. 

• Comparative Constitutionalism: Comparing constitutions from different 

countries to identify common principles and differences in institutional 

design. 

2. Legal Case Studies 

• Case Law Analysis: Studying significant judicial decisions to understand 

how courts interpret laws and their impact on politics. 

• Institutional Case Studies: Detailed studies of specific institutions (e.g., 

legislatures, courts) to understand their functioning and influence. 



 

 

3. Historical and Evolutionary Analysis 

• Institutional Evolution: Examines how political institutions have evolved 

over time and the historical context of their development. 

• Legal History: Studies the historical development of legal systems and their 

impact on contemporary politics. 

Strengths and Limitations of the Legal-Institutional Approach 

Strengths 

• Clarity and Precision: Provides clear and precise analysis of formal 

structures and legal rules. 

• Stability and Predictability: Helps in understanding how legal frameworks 

contribute to political stability and predictability. 

• Normative Foundation: Offers a strong normative foundation by 

emphasizing the importance of the rule of law and legal principles. 

Limitations 

• Formalism: May be overly focused on formal structures and neglect informal 

practices and cultural factors that influence politics. 

• Static Analysis: Can be static, failing to adequately account for dynamic 

changes and innovations in political systems. 

• Limited Behavioral Insights: May not fully capture the behavior and 

motivations of political actors within institutional contexts. 

Examples of Legal-Institutional Analysis in Practice 

1. Federalism Studies 

• Division of Powers: Analyzes how power is divided between central and 

regional governments in federal systems. 

• Constitutional Provisions: Examines constitutional provisions that define 

the scope and limits of federal and state powers. 

2. Electoral Systems 

• Electoral Laws: Studies the impact of different electoral laws and systems 

(e.g., proportional representation, first-past-the-post) on political competition 

and representation. 



 

 

• Institutional Design: Evaluates how the design of electoral institutions 

affects political outcomes such as party systems and voter behavior. 

3. Judicial Systems 

• Judicial Independence: Investigates the role and independence of the 

judiciary in different political systems. 

• Constitutional Courts: Studies the functioning and impact of constitutional 

courts in interpreting and upholding constitutional norms. 

Conclusion 

The legal-institutional approach to studying politics is essential for understanding 

the formal structures and legal frameworks that underpin political systems. By 

focusing on constitutions, laws, and institutional arrangements, this approach 

provides insights into how political authority is organized, exercised, and 

constrained. While it has its limitations, particularly in capturing the full range of 

political behaviour and informal practices, it remains a vital perspective for 

analyzing the stability, efficiency, and legitimacy of political systems. Combining 

this approach with other methodologies can lead to a more comprehensive 

understanding of political dynamics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Empirical Approach to Politics. 

The empirical approach to studying politics emphasizes the use of observation, 

data collection, and scientific methods to analyze political phenomena. This 

approach is rooted in the belief that political science should be based on 

measurable and observable evidence rather than purely theoretical or normative 

considerations. Here are the key aspects of the empirical approach to political 

analysis: 

Key Elements of the Empirical Approach 

1. Observation and Data Collection 

• Quantitative Data: Involves the collection and analysis of numerical data 

such as election results, public opinion polls, and statistical indicators. 

• Qualitative Data: Includes non-numerical data such as interviews, case 

studies, historical documents, and ethnographic research. 

2. Scientific Methods 

• Hypothesis Testing: Formulating hypotheses based on theoretical 

frameworks and testing them using empirical data. 

• Experimental Methods: Conducting experiments, including field 

experiments and laboratory experiments, to study causal relationships in 

political behavior. 

• Statistical Analysis: Using statistical techniques to analyze data and 

identify patterns, correlations, and causal relationships. 

3. Behavioral Focus 

• Political Behavior: Studying the behavior of individuals and groups within 

political systems, including voting behavior, political participation, and 

public opinion. 

• Institutional Behavior: Analyzing how institutions operate and how they 

influence and are influenced by political actors. 

Methodological Approaches in Empirical Analysis 



 

 

1. Surveys and Polls 

• Public Opinion Surveys: Gathering data on citizens' attitudes, beliefs, and 

preferences through surveys and polls. 

• Panel Surveys: Longitudinal studies that track the same respondents over 

time to observe changes in political attitudes and behaviors. 

2. Case Studies 

• In-Depth Analysis: Detailed examination of specific political events, 

institutions, or actors to gain a deeper understanding of complex phenomena. 

• Comparative Case Studies: Comparing multiple cases to identify common 

patterns and differences. 

3. Experimental Methods 

• Field Experiments: Conducting experiments in real-world settings to study 

the effects of interventions on political behavior. 

• Laboratory Experiments: Using controlled environments to isolate and test 

specific variables and their effects. 

4. Content Analysis 

• Media Analysis: Analyzing media content to study the representation of 

political issues, framing effects, and media influence on public opinion. 

• Discourse Analysis: Examining political speeches, documents, and texts to 

understand how language shapes political reality. 

Strengths and Limitations of the Empirical Approach 

Strengths 

• Objectivity and Rigor: Emphasizes objectivity and scientific rigor, 

reducing the influence of personal biases and subjective interpretations. 

• Measurability: Focuses on measurable and observable data, making 

findings more reliable and replicable. 

• Policy Relevance: Provides evidence-based insights that can inform policy-

making and practical political strategies. 

Limitations 



 

 

• Contextual Limitations: May overlook the broader historical, cultural, and 

normative context in which political phenomena occur. 

• Reductionism: Can sometimes reduce complex political phenomena to 

simplistic models or quantifiable variables. 

• Ethical and Practical Constraints: Ethical and practical challenges in 

conducting experiments and collecting data, especially in politically 

sensitive environments. 

Examples of Empirical Analysis in Practice 

1. Voting Behavior Studies 

• Election Studies: Analyzing voter turnout, electoral choices, and the factors 

influencing voting behavior through surveys and election data. 

• Voting Models: Developing and testing models to explain and predict 

voting behavior based on variables such as socio-economic status, party 

identification, and media influence. 

2. Public Opinion Research 

• Opinion Polls: Conducting and analyzing opinion polls to understand public 

attitudes towards political issues, candidates, and policies. 

• Trend Analysis: Tracking changes in public opinion over time to identify 

trends and shifts in political attitudes. 

3. Policy Analysis 

• Impact Studies: Evaluating the impact of public policies through empirical 

data, assessing outcomes, and identifying causal relationships. 

• Cost-Benefit Analysis: Using empirical data to analyze the costs and 

benefits of policy options and their effectiveness. 

Conclusion 

The empirical approach to studying politics is essential for grounding political 

science in observable and measurable evidence. By using scientific methods, this 

approach provides objective and reliable insights into political behaviour, 

institutions, and processes. While it has limitations, particularly in capturing the 

full complexity of political life and its broader contexts, it remains a vital tool for 

evidence-based analysis and policy-making. Combining empirical methods with 



 

 

other approaches can lead to a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding of 

political phenomena. 

 

 

Behavioral Approach to Study Politics 

The behavioural approach to studying politics, often referred to as behavioralist, focuses on the 

empirical and scientific study of individual and group behaviour within political systems. This 

approach emerged in the mid-20th century as a reaction against the more traditional, normative, 

and institutional approaches to political science. Behavioralists emphasize the importance of 

using systematic observation and empirical data to understand political behaviour. Here are the 

key aspects of the behavioural approach to political analysis: 

Key Elements of the Behavioral Approach 

1. Empirical Observation and Data Collection 

• Quantitative Methods: Emphasis on collecting and analyzing numerical data through 

surveys, polls, experiments, and statistical analysis. 

• Qualitative Methods: Use of interviews, case studies, participant observation, and 

ethnographic research to gather in-depth insights into political behavior. 

2. Focus on Individual and Group Behavior 

• Individual Behavior: Studying how individuals think, feel, and act in political contexts, 

including voting behavior, political attitudes, and public opinion. 

• Group Behavior: Analyzing the behavior of groups, such as political parties, interest 

groups, social movements, and the electorate. 

3. Scientific Method and Hypothesis Testing 

• Hypothesis Formation: Developing hypotheses based on theoretical frameworks about 

political behavior. 

• Testing and Validation: Using empirical data to test these hypotheses and validate or 

refute them through scientific methods. 

4. Interdisciplinary Approach 

• Psychology and Sociology: Drawing on theories and methods from psychology and 

sociology to understand political behavior. 

• Cognitive and Social Psychology: Applying concepts such as perception, cognition, 

social influence, and identity to political phenomena. 



 

 

Methodological Approaches in Behavioral Analysis 

1. Surveys and Public Opinion Polls 

• Survey Research: Collecting data on political attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors through 

structured questionnaires and interviews. 

• Polling: Conducting polls to gauge public opinion on various political issues, candidates, 

and policies. 

2. Experimental Methods 

• Field Experiments: Implementing experiments in natural settings to observe the effects 

of specific variables on political behavior. 

• Laboratory Experiments: Conducting controlled experiments in laboratory settings to 

isolate and test causal relationships. 

3. Statistical Analysis 

• Regression Analysis: Using statistical techniques to identify relationships between 

variables and predict political behavior. 

• Factor Analysis: Identifying underlying factors that influence political attitudes and 

behaviors. 

4. Behavioral Theories and Models 

• Rational Choice Theory: Examining how individuals make rational decisions based on 

their preferences and constraints. 

• Socialization Theory: Studying how individuals acquire political values and behaviors 

through socialization processes. 

Strengths and Limitations of the Behavioral Approach 

Strengths 

• Empirical Rigor: Emphasizes the use of empirical data and scientific methods, 

enhancing the objectivity and reliability of findings. 

• Predictive Power: Capable of developing models and theories that can predict political 

behavior and outcomes. 

• Interdisciplinary Insights: Incorporates insights from psychology, sociology, and other 

disciplines to provide a deeper understanding of political behavior. 

Limitations 

• Reductionism: May reduce complex political phenomena to simplistic behavioral 

models, overlooking broader contexts and structures. 



 

 

• Neglect of Normative Issues: Often criticized for ignoring normative and ethical 

dimensions of politics, focusing solely on empirical data. 

• Data Limitations: Quality and availability of data can constrain the scope and accuracy 

of behavioral studies. 

Examples of Behavioral Analysis in Practice 

1. Voting Behavior Studies 

• Voter Turnout: Analyzing factors that influence voter turnout, such as socio-economic 

status, political efficacy, and mobilization efforts. 

• Voting Patterns: Studying how demographic variables like age, gender, ethnicity, and 

education affect voting preferences and choices. 

2. Public Opinion Research 

• Opinion Formation: Investigating how political opinions are formed and influenced by 

factors like media, social networks, and personal experiences. 

• Attitude Change: Studying how and why political attitudes change over time, including 

the impact of political campaigns and major events. 

3. Political Participation 

• Forms of Participation: Examining different forms of political participation, from 

voting and campaigning to protests and civil disobedience. 

• Participation Drivers: Identifying factors that motivate individuals to engage in political 

activities, such as civic duty, political interest, and social influence. 

Conclusion 

The behavioral approach to studying politics provides valuable insights into the actions and 

motivations of individuals and groups within political systems. By emphasizing empirical 

observation and scientific methods, it offers a rigorous and objective way to analyze political 

behavior. While it has its limitations, particularly in addressing normative questions and broader 

structural factors, it remains a crucial component of political science. Integrating behavioral 

insights with other approaches can lead to a more comprehensive understanding of political 

phenomena. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

System Approach: 

Systems analysis in the study of politics involves examining political systems as 

complex sets of interrelated components that interact within a broader 

environment. This approach borrows concepts from systems theory, commonly 

used in fields like engineering and biology, to understand how different parts of a 

political system work together to maintain stability and achieve goals. Here are the 

key aspects of systems analysis in political science: 

Key Elements of Systems Analysis 

1. Political System as a Whole 

• Components: Identifies the main components of the political system, such 

as institutions (executive, legislature, judiciary), political parties, interest 

groups, and the electorate. 

• Interrelationships: Analyzes how these components interact and influence 

each other within the system. 

2. Inputs and Outputs 

• Inputs: Refers to the demands and supports that come into the political 

system from the environment. This includes public opinion, interest group 

activities, economic conditions, and international pressures. 

• Outputs: Refers to the decisions and actions taken by the political system, 

such as laws, policies, and regulations. 

3. Feedback Mechanisms 

• Feedback Loops: Examines how outputs of the political system impact the 

environment and, in turn, influence future inputs. This creates a continuous 

loop of interaction and adaptation. 

• Adjustment Processes: Studies how the political system adjusts its 

processes and structures in response to feedback from the environment. 

4. System Stability and Change 

• Equilibrium: Investigates how political systems maintain stability and order 

through mechanisms that balance inputs and outputs. 



 

 

• Adaptation: Looks at how political systems evolve and adapt in response to 

internal and external changes, crises, or challenges. 

Methodological Approaches in Systems Analysis 

1. Flow Models 

• Flowcharts and Diagrams: Uses flowcharts to visually represent the 

processes within the political system, showing how inputs are transformed 

into outputs through various subsystems. 

• Process Tracing: Follows the flow of specific political processes to 

understand how decisions are made and implemented. 

2. Comparative Systems Analysis 

• Cross-System Comparisons: Compares different political systems to 

identify common patterns, differences, and the factors that contribute to 

stability or change. 

• Case Studies: In-depth examination of specific political systems to 

understand their unique characteristics and dynamics. 

3. Simulation and Modeling 

• Computer Simulations: Uses computer models to simulate political 

processes and predict the impact of different variables on system behavior. 

• Scenario Analysis: Develops different scenarios to explore how political 

systems might respond to various internal and external pressures. 

Strengths and Limitations of Systems Analysis 

Strengths 

• Holistic Perspective: Provides a comprehensive view of the political system 

as a whole, considering the interdependencies between different 

components. 

• Dynamic Understanding: Emphasizes the dynamic nature of political 

systems, highlighting how they adapt and change over time. 

• Analytical Clarity: Offers clear frameworks for analyzing complex political 

phenomena and understanding the flow of political processes. 

Limitations 



 

 

• Complexity: Can be overly complex and difficult to apply in practice due to 

the numerous variables and interactions involved. 

• Determinism: May be perceived as deterministic, underestimating the role 

of human agency and individual decision-making within the system. 

• Context Insensitivity: Sometimes criticized for not adequately accounting 

for unique historical, cultural, and social contexts of different political 

systems. 

Examples of Systems Analysis in Practice 

1. Easton's Input-Output Model 

• David Easton’s Model: Easton developed a model where inputs (demands 

and supports) are processed by the political system to produce outputs 

(policies and decisions). Feedback from these outputs affects future inputs, 

creating a continuous cycle. 

• Policy Analysis: Used to analyze how public policies are formulated, 

implemented, and modified in response to environmental feedback. 

2. Comparative Political Systems 

• Comparative Analysis: Comparing how different political systems, such as 

democracies and authoritarian regimes, process inputs and maintain stability. 

• Institutional Performance: Examining the performance of political 

institutions in different systems to understand what contributes to effective 

governance. 

3. Crisis Management 

• Systemic Responses: Studying how political systems respond to crises, such 

as economic recessions, natural disasters, or political upheavals, and how 

these responses affect system stability and adaptation. 

• Resilience Analysis: Assessing the resilience of political systems in the face 

of external shocks and internal pressures. 

Conclusion 

Systems analysis offers a robust framework for understanding the complex 

interrelationships and dynamic processes within political systems. By focusing on 

the interactions between various components and their environment, this approach 

provides valuable insights into how political systems maintain stability, adapt to 



 

 

changes, and respond to crises. While it has its limitations, particularly in terms of 

complexity and potential determinism, systems analysis remains a vital tool for 

comprehensively analyzing political phenomena. Integrating this approach with 

other methods can lead to a richer and more nuanced understanding of political 

dynamics. 

 

 

 

Structural Functionalism: 

Structural functionalism is a theoretical framework used in sociology and political 

science that views society and its institutions as a complex system whose parts 

work together to promote stability and integrity. This approach is rooted in the 

works of early sociologists such as Emile Durkheim and later developed by Talcott 

Parsons and Robert K. Merton. In the context of political science, structural 

functionalism examines how political institutions and processes contribute to the 

functioning and stability of the political system as a whole. Here are the key 

elements of structural functionalism as applied to the study of politics: 

Key Elements of Structural Functionalism 

1. Structure and Function 

• Structures: Refers to the various institutions and organizations within a 

political system, such as the executive, legislature, judiciary, political 

parties, and interest groups. 

• Functions: Focuses on the roles these structures play in maintaining the 

stability and functionality of the political system. Functions can include 

lawmaking, enforcing rules, adjudicating disputes, and providing public 

services. 

2. System Stability and Integration 

• Equilibrium: Emphasizes the importance of maintaining equilibrium and 

stability within the political system. Political structures are seen as working 

together to preserve social order and prevent chaos. 

• Integration: Studies how different parts of the political system integrate and 

coordinate to achieve common goals and respond to societal needs. 

3. Functional Prerequisites 



 

 

• Adaptation: How the political system adapts to changes in the environment 

and societal demands. 

• Goal Attainment: The processes by which political systems set and achieve 

collective goals. 

• Integration: The mechanisms that ensure different parts of the system work 

together harmoniously. 

• Latency (Pattern Maintenance): How cultural and value systems are 

maintained over time to support the political structure. 

Methodological Approaches in Structural Functionalism 

1. Functional Analysis 

• Identifying Functions: Determining the functions of various political 

institutions and processes. 

• Manifest and Latent Functions: Differentiating between manifest 

functions (intended and obvious) and latent functions (unintended and 

hidden). 

2. Comparative Analysis 

• Cross-System Comparisons: Comparing different political systems to 

understand how various structures fulfill similar functions across contexts. 

• Historical Analysis: Studying the historical development of political 

structures to understand their current functions and roles. 

3. Case Studies 

• Institutional Case Studies: In-depth analysis of specific political 

institutions to understand their functional roles within the broader political 

system. 

• Policy Analysis: Examining specific policies to understand their functional 

impacts on political stability and social integration. 

Strengths and Limitations of Structural Functionalism 

Strengths 

• Holistic View: Provides a comprehensive view of the political system by 

examining the interrelations between its various parts. 



 

 

• Focus on Stability: Highlights the importance of stability and order, which 

are crucial for the functioning of any political system. 

• Functional Insights: Helps identify the essential functions that institutions 

must perform for the system to work effectively. 

Limitations 

• Conservatism: Often criticized for being inherently conservative, as it tends 

to emphasize stability and order over change and conflict. 

• Neglect of Power Dynamics: May overlook power dynamics and 

inequalities within the political system, focusing more on how structures 

function rather than who benefits from them. 

• Overemphasis on Consensus: Assumes a high degree of consensus within 

society, potentially ignoring social conflicts and divergent interests. 

Examples of Structural Functionalism in Practice 

1. Legislative Function 

• Law Making: Analyzes how the legislature functions to create laws that 

maintain order and address societal needs. 

• Representation: Examines how legislative bodies represent various social 

groups and interests within the political system. 

2. Judicial Function 

• Adjudication: Studies how courts function to resolve disputes and uphold 

the rule of law, contributing to social order and stability. 

• Judicial Review: Analyzes the role of judicial review in maintaining the 

balance of power and ensuring that other branches of government act within 

legal bounds. 

3. Executive Function 

• Policy Implementation: Looks at how the executive branch implements 

laws and policies to achieve societal goals and respond to public demands. 

• Crisis Management: Examines the role of the executive in managing crises 

and maintaining stability during times of upheaval. 

Conclusion 



 

 

Structural functionalism offers a valuable framework for understanding the roles 

and functions of political institutions within the broader system. By focusing on 

how different structures contribute to stability, integration, and goal attainment, 

this approach provides insights into the functioning and maintenance of political 

systems. However, its emphasis on stability and order can sometimes lead to a 

neglect of power dynamics, social conflicts, and the need for change. Integrating 

structural functionalism with other approaches can lead to a more balanced and 

comprehensive understanding of political phenomena. 
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